
New Ashford Select Board Meeting 
New Ashford Town Hall 
August 17, 2026 
Board Present:  Jason Jayko (Chair), Ken McInerney, Mark Phelps 
Others Present: Lori Jayko, Helen Majchrowski, Cindy Grosso, Ed Grosso, Diane George, Frank 
Speth, Dee Gardiner, Keith Lacasse, Susan Supranowicz, Mario Gagliardi, Ashley Daniels, 
Aurora D 
  
Meeting opened at 6:30 
 
1.  Approve Minutes from 8/4/2026:  On a motion by Mark, seconded by Jason, the minutes from 
the 8/4/2026 New Ashford Select Board Meeting were approved.  Ken abstained.   
 
2.  Public Comment: None.   
 
3.  Church: The engineering study was done on August 7.  They were able to get a good look at 
the Steeple. There is duct work at the top of the attic steps that is impeding access. It appears to 
be flexible and movable to allow pass through. There are bird and mouse droppings that need to 
be cleaned to make a safe work environment.  SERVPRO will give a quote by the end of the 
week. When the quote is received the Board will schedule a meeting to approve.   
 
4.  Road Commissioner: Keith Lacasse will ask Donovan to blacktop at the bottom of the ramp at 
Town Hall. The Town Clerk asked that the work be done in time for the primary voting on 
September 1. Keith will do some patching around town. The sides of the town roads will be 
mowed by the end of the month. A resident called Keith and Mark with concerns about a 
dumpster truck trailing mud on Mallery Road. The Board does not think any action is necessary 
at this time. Keith will ask Pete Rancourt to put the picnic tables and benches back on the Town 
Hall lawn so people can use them.   
 
5.  Trees:  Keith will take down the dead tree at Ken’s house and the two at Town Hall. Mario 
Gagliardi, Tree Warden, will identify the trees that are the biggest threat to public safety to use 
up to half the tree removal budget before winter, including trees on Greylock Road that may 
impact the electrical circuit. There are two dead ash trees on Greylock Road that are 
Eversource’s responsibility.   
 
6.  Fire Department: The Board asked the Fire Department to clean up the material they put near 
the sand shed. Fire Chief, Frank Speth, said they will dispose of it. The Board reminded him to 
remove the Fire Department’s water bottles from the Town Hall basement. Annual CORI checks 
for Fire Department members need to be submitted. Frank said he will submit what he has to the 
Police Chief, Kurt Singer, tomorrow and will turn in the last three when he gets them. The Board 
expressed concerns that the Fire Association’s post office box is being used for Fire Department 
business. Frank said he cannot get the mail from the mailbox in town regularly. He said it might 
be three weeks before he gets the mail, so he may not pay the bills on time. The Board has 
concerns about who can access the Department mail in a post office box if Frank and PJ 
Pannesco are not available. The Fire Department and the Fire Association are separate entities 
and their mail should not be mixed in the same post office box. There was discussion about how 



fuel for the fire trucks is paid for.  Currently, Frank uses his credit card and gets reimbursed.  He 
is looking into a state program with Wex, Inc. to purchase fuel.  The Board asked that a 
representative from the Department attend a Board meeting once a month for communication 
purposes, as requested and agreed upon several months ago.  Frank said this would be difficult. 
Frank left the meeting. The Board has concerns for town safety with the length of response times 
to calls and discussed options for providing fire protection to the town, including having 
discussions with neighboring towns and departments.  The Fire Department participated in a 
parade in Bennington on Sunday, using New Ashford’s equipment, leaving the town with no 
coverage during the event and increasing fuel expenses and vehicle wear and tear.   
 
7.  Projects: The town received $5,000 in reimbursement for the ADA ramp at Town Hall.    
Shed’s and Stuff gave a quote of $9,000 for a gazebo.  Jason will call them and see if there is 
wiggle room in the price and will reach out to other companies.   
 
8.  Grants:  The Board will keep looking for grants for an additional water source for fire 
suppression and energy efficiency in town buildings.   
 
9.  Transfer Station: The town is still looking for a recycling attendant. Linda Cernik did not 
provide suggestions.  The glass and plastic are almost full.  Ken will reconnect with 
Williamstown.   
 
10. Old and Any Other Unforeseen Business:  Mark thinks the Board should reimburse the Road 
Commissioner for gas when he checks the conditions of the roads after storms.  The Board noted 
that reimbursement is usually provided for mileage and they will think about it.  
Robert Lyon can clean the ceiling at the Town Hall. There is a duct going into the cupola that 
may be contributing to the ceiling staining through condensation. There are extra ceiling tiles in 
the Town Clerk’s office.   
The Conservation Commission received notice that Maxymillian will replace culverts on 
Rockwell Road in the fall.  Road access to Mount Greylock will be limited on the town’s side 
during the project.   
A forestry cutting plan was filed for over 73 acres on the Mason Estate near Bauer Road. They 
will need access to the road in the winter.  The town will send a letter about their being 
responsible for repairing any damage they do to the road, plowing after the gate, and keeping the 
gate shut.   
Keith had the septic tank pumped out at the Fire Station. Sanitary Septic will send a bill.   
 
11.  Warrant:  The warrant was reviewed and signed.   
 
Next Meeting September 8, at 6:30.  There will be a meeting when the quote to clean the church 
is received.   
Meeting adjourned at 7:29 


