New Ashford Select Board Meeting

New Ashford Town Hall

July 20, 2026

Board Present: Jason Jayko (Chair), Ken McInerney, Mark Phelps

Others Present: Lori Jayko, Helen Majchrowski, Keith Lacasse, Ed Grosso, Cindy Grosso,
Susan Supranowicz

Meeting opened at 6:30

1. Approve Minutes from 7/6/2026: On a motion by Ken, seconded by Mark, the minutes from
the 7/6/2026 New Ashford Select Board meeting were approved unanimously.

2. Public Comment: The town picnic was a success and seemed to be enjoyed by all in
attendance. Thank you to the organizers.

3. Community Area: The benches, lending libraries, picnic tables, and planters that Maria
Welch made look very nice. The tables may need a coat of solid stain and can be stored near the
town tractor at the Fire Station during the winter. Sheds and Stuff did not respond to a request for
an estimate on a gazebo. Jason will try again. It will be placed in the central area of the lawn and
Keith can put down fabric and stone for a base. Mark has silo staves if needed. Mark made a
motion to place the lending libraries near the mailboxes at the Town Hall parking lot, seconded
by Ken. The area is accessible and plowed in the winter. Keith will put up a board to mount
them on. The children’s books box may be placed lower.

4. Tree Removal: Mark suggested removing a dead, dangerous tree for the internet system on
Ken’s property. Keith said he can do it for around $1,000 no earlier than the end of next week.
Mark made a motion for Keith to remove the tree, seconded by Jason. Keith will take down the
two dying trees near Town Hall before the gazebo is installed. A tree fell on the north end of
Roys Road and knocked out power. There are trees intruding on the dirt portion of Roys Road.
Keith will talk to the property owner about removing or trimming them.

5. Church: Ken will speak with Roxanne Brown tomorrow to schedule a walk through. Valley
Restoration would like to attend and Steve Nielsen will provide a lift. He would like to fund the
project by the end of the calendar year. Jason will check the town e-mail logs to see why Ken is
not receiving Ed Grosso’s e-mails.

6. Road Commissioner: Keith will blacktop at Town Hall and research adding railing to the
ramp. It currently meets ADA standards.

7. Fire Department: Not present. The Fire Chief sent in recommendations for appointments. On
a motion by Mark, seconded by Ken, Gary Sagendorph was appointed as Deputy Chief of the
Fire Department for a one-year term. On a motion by Mark, seconded by Ken, Jeremy Knox was
appointed as Captain for the Fire Department for a one-year term. On a motion by Mark,
seconded by Ken, Lance Beauchamp was appointed as EMS Deputy for a one-year term. The
annual Cori checks need to be done.



8. Projects: The Board discussed looking for grants to fund a second water source for fire
suppression.

9. Grants: Ken will look at the road grants that just opened for the state, due in August. There
was discussion of adding guard rails to the end of Smith and White Roads. A guardrail on Roys
Road needs repairs.

10. Intermunicipal Assessing Agreement: The Board reviewed the Intermunicipal Assessing
Agreement from Williamstown and signed a copy. The town will be billed for assessing services
monthly, rather than quarterly.

11. Old and Any Other Unforeseen Business: The Board emphasized the need for a town
recycling attendant. The job is well paid for a couple of hours of work on Saturday mornings,
making sure that the recycling loads are not contaminated, and calling for pick-ups. Jason will
ask Linda Cernik from the Northern Berkshire Solid Waste District if she has any suggestions to
fill the position.

11. Warrant: The warrants were reviewed and signed.

Next meeting August 4 at 6:30
Meeting adjourned at 7:09



