
New Ashford Select Board/MLP Meeting 
New Ashford Town Hall 
May 6, 2026 
Board Present:  Jason Jayko (Chair), Ken McInerney (MLP Manager), Mark Phelps 
Others Present:  Lori Jayko, Mary Rojo, Terese Nishimura, Robert Lyon, Ed Grosso, Keith 
Lacasse, Pete Haig, Susan Supranowicz, Frank Speth, Gary Sagendorph 
 
Meeting opened at 6:30 
 
1. Approve Minutes from 4/8/2026 and 4/21/2026: On a motion by Ken, seconded by Jason, the 
minutes from the 4/8/2026 New Ashford Select Board/MLP meeting were approved.  Mark 
abstained.  On a motion by Mark, seconded by Jason, the minutes from the 4/21/2026 New 
Ashford Select Board/MLP meeting were approved.  Ken abstained.   
 
2. Public Comment: None.   
 
3. Appointments: Jason made a motion to appoint Stacy Sylvester to the Historical Commission, 
seconded by Mark.  The motion passed unanimously.    
 
4.  Fire Department: The Fire Chief, Frank Speth, said the Fire Department had calls for a brush 
fire on Route 7, a structure fire on Smith Road, and a car accident on Route 7 within two days.  
Williamstown and Lanesboro assisted with the brush fire. New Ashford brought a truck and the 
tanker. There was radio communication difficulty with Williamstown, due to using different 
frequencies and dispatch could not hear Frank so he called them directly. The call was 
dispatched at 11:18. Frank called for additional resources at 11:23. He arrived on scene at 11:32. 
Engine 2 was there, followed by the tanker, and the UTV.  Lanesboro responded at 11:36.   
PJ Pannesco was first on scene with engine 2 for the structure fire and got a handline set up.  
Mutual aid responded. There were no problems with communications or resources. The call was 
dispatched at 11:54. Williamstown’s Car 1 and PJ with Engine 2 were first on scene.   
The Springs asked the Fire Department to fill their swimming pool before Memorial Day.  The 
Board discussed requesting a fee to cover for fuel and wear and tear on the vehicle. Frank 
estimates it would take ten trips with the tanker to fill the pool. The Board requested that the 
Springs pay $250 to the town.     
Engine 4 is going to Shakerley for service on the 18th. The tanker will not be serviced this year.  
The Board asked the price if the engine is serviced at the station. Frank will compare the prices.  
Engine 2 will be done after Engine 4 is back.     
Frank requested that the Fire Department be involved with Brodie Mountain’s development 
planning discussions.   
Williamstown Car 1 was first on the scene for the car accident on Route 7, followed by New 
Ashford’s Engine 2.   
Jason reminded Frank that he needs the names of department members for the town insurance 
and has been asking for the information for two weeks.   
Jason asked why the trucks were fueled at Alltown in Pittsfield, instead of the Mobil station in 
Lanesboro.  Frank said they were in Pittsfield getting a part.   
There are liability concerns about the UTV being towed by a personal vehicle.  Jason will talk to 
insurance.       



Jason reminded Frank to press cancel on the heat when they leave the station.   
 
5.  Church:  Ed Grosso, Historical Commission, talked to GNCB about the liability concerns.  
They withdrew their bid.  Ed said he does not want the job of facilitating for the Historical 
Commission.  Ken and Mark feel the risk is acceptable.  Jason has concerns. Ken said he will 
contact GNCB.  Pete Haig asked an engineer for guidance and will invite him to the next Select 
Board meeting on the 18th.    
Robert Lyon will replace the glass in the church windows.  The Board will look into energy 
efficiency grants to get the windows at Town Hall and the church replaced.  
 
6.  Road Commissioner:  Keith Lacasse said Cargill does not have any salt available in Westfield 
for purchase.  He will use the remaining winter roads fund to repair Ingraham Road from the 
winter weather damage. He will add gravel and coarse stone or recycled millings.  He will use 
the roads and bridges fund to fill in near the new blacktop on Mallery Road.  Mark made a 
motion to approve usage of the funds for the those purposes, seconded by Ken.  Keith will make 
a drawing for the ramp to get a building permit.  He will order the tracks for the Salt Shed doors.  
Roys Road is next on the schedule for paving, after Chapter 90 funds build back up. White Road 
needs patching and is settling near the culverts.  There is no news on the grant that was submitted 
for culvert work and millings for Greylock Road.  Keith will give a price for putting in conduit 
from the Fire Station to the sand shed.     
 
7.  Trees:  Mario Gagliardi called Eversource about cleaning up the trees they left behind.  
Representative John Barrett told Mark that Eversource will be here next week.  Ken said there is  
dying ash tree near his house, that could impact the wires if it falls. There is a problem ash tree 
near the mailboxes on the road between Roys and Greylock and dying trees on Old Route 7.  
Mario was advised to spend the rest of the FY26 budget of $6,750.   
 
8.  FY26 Projects:  The ramp and salt shed doors were already discussed.  Ken will ask Walker 
Haig about the propane tank for the church.   
 
9.  Grants: Jason got an e-mail for an energy grant and will look into it.   
 
10.  MLP:  Ken said the spring ride out was completed. The vegetation sites were not all 
identified and he will have to do a survey. The infrastructure is in good shape and two issues 
were identified for Eversource.   
Ken talked to Whip City about the $37 credit that wasn’t applied from years ago. Whip City is 
having a 10th anniversary barbecue. Whip City did write offs for the non-payers. While the town 
may still collect the fees, they will no longer appear on Whip City’s books.  The vote to accept 
allowing municipal liens on properties for unpaid bills was submitted to the Registry of Deeds.   
 
11.  Transfer Station:  Ken cannot access the survey.  He got 7 or 8 responses but did not tabulate 
them.  Jason will see if the data is still available.  There may still be some g-mail issues with the 
town e-mail communications.  The scrap metal bin and the plastic/metals container were 
emptied.  The paper bin is about a third full.   
 



12.  Old and Any Other Unforeseen Business: There will be two burials in cemetery in the next 
two weeks.   
The cemetery needs to be mowed and the VSO will place the veterans flags in time for Memorial 
Day. Mark would like to organize a work session for the cemetery to cut some trees and do 
clean-up. Susan got the liability form signed for the repair work on the grave stone.   
Jason will make an e-mail address for Mario.   
 
13.  Warrant:  The warrant was reviewed and signed.   
 
Next meeting May 18, 6:30 
Meeting adjourned at 7:46 


