New Ashford Select Board/MLP Meeting

New Ashford Town Hall

December 15, 2025

Board Present: Jason Jayko (Chair), Ken Mclnerney (MLP Manager), Mark Phelps

Others Present: Lori Jayko, Brett Roberts, Keith Lacasse, Richard George, Susan Supranowicz,
Diane George, Helen Majchrowski

Meeting opened at 6:30

1. Approve Minutes from 12-1: On a motion by Mark, seconded by Ken, the minutes from the
December 1, 2025 New Ashford Select Board/MLP meeting were approved unanimously.

2. Public Comment: None.

3. Community Development Block Grant: Brett Roberts, Principal Planner for Housing with the
Berkshire Regional Planning Commission, discussed the Community Development Block Grant
which helps low to moderate income households with housing rehabilitation. The goal of the
grant is to help families stay in their homes and bring the houses up to code. Projects can include
heating, septic, wells, and de-leading. The grant places a 15-year lien on the property. The
CDBG does the application process, housing inspection, bids projects out, manages the
construction process, and files the lien. $70,000 is the given limit per household, with waivers
available. Funding is passed through the state from the federal government and is stable for
FY26. Once a household enters a contract, the funding is guaranteed and the work must be
finished in a set amount of time, usually 18 months. The program is at no cost to the town. We
will pair with Clarksburg and they will handle the administrative side. Grant applications are
submitted by March 30 and awarded in October. Grants may only be used toward the primary
dwelling unit and the resident is not eligible if any taxes are owed on the property. The program
is confidential. BRPC puts liability insurance on the grant. There’s no penalty to the town or the
grant if no residents are interested. There is a press release, wait list, and BRPC will spend a day
at town hall to answer questions. Mark made a motion to go forward with the Community
Development Block Grant program, seconded by Ken. The motion passed unanimously and the
agreement was signed.

Brett will follow up with the Board about building inspection services that the commission
offers.

4. Fire Department: Not present.

5. Road Commissioner: Keith would like a reminder of no plowing snow across town roads to
be posted on the website. There were vehicles in the turnaround on Ingraham Road. Keith told
the vehicles’ owner that he will not plow past the blocks if they are not moved. The paperwork
for the Chapter 90 reimbursement was discussed. Keith will fill out the material form.

6. ADA Grant: The town was awarded the grant for $5,000 to repair the ramp at Town Hall.
Ken is expecting paperwork soon.



7. Transfer Station: Linda Cernik from the Northern Berkshire Solid Waste District advised that
the town has to offer recycling, but it does not need to be located in town. She is meeting with
the Lanesboro town manager, recycling attendant, and Casella tomorrow.

Keith noted there is not enough room to plow between the recycling containers.

8 . Snowblower: Mark went to Ace Hardware to get a 24-inch electric snowblower with a
charger. It will cost around $1,900. When one is in stock, they will let Mark know. The town
treasurer will purchase with the town credit card and the snowblower will be stored on the
landing in the basement at town hall. Mark made a motion to pay for the snowblower with the
town credit card up to $2,000, seconded by Ken.

9. MLP: Ken had a meeting today with Andrew Short from Whip City. Speed problems seem
to be related to DNS settings and Cloudflare. Ken will set up a meeting with Whip City about it.
He noted that one Federal only impacts our town and Alford. As the portal to the internet has no
back up for power, he will continue to pursue the topic. Service calls were down to two last
month and there’s a Hilltown meeting this week. Local Linx would like to replace their
equipment in town hall either 1/5-1/8 or 1/12 — 1/15. Once the impact information is provided,
Jason will schedule it.

10. Filters: Mark made a motion to authorize the treasurer to purchase replacement filters for the
furnaces at Town Hall, seconded by Ken.

11. Old and Any Other Unforeseen Business: Helen will ask the Berkshire Health Alliance to
attend the next meeting to discuss what they can offer the town for assistance with Board of
Health inspections and services. Helen noted the increased training costs to meet the new
regulations.

12. Warrant: The warrant was reviewed and signed.

Next meeting January 5, 2026 at 6:30
Meeting adjourned at 7:37



