New Ashford Select Board/MLP Meeting

New Ashford Town Hall/Zoom

November 18, 2025

Board Present: Jason Jayko (Chair), Mark Phelps

Zoom: Ken MclInerney (MLP Manager)

Others Present: Lori Jayko, Susan Supranowicz, Keith Lacasse, Frank Speth, P.J. Pannesco,
Jake Provost, Jeremy Knox, Diane George

Meeting opened at 6:31

1. Approve Minutes from November 3, 2025: On a motion by Ken, seconded by Jason, the
minutes from the November 3, 2025 New Ashford Select Board/MLP meeting were approved.
Mark abstained.

2. Public Comment: None

3. Appointments: Mark made a motion to appoint Ronan Chris Murphy to the Northern
Berkshire Cultural Council for a three year term, seconded by Jason. The motion passed
unanimously.

4. Point and Pay Agreement: The Board reviewed the point and pay agreement, for processing
tax payments online. Mark made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Jason. The
motion passed unanimously. A new bank account will be established to handle the point and pay.

5. Fire Department: The Board would like someone from the Fire Department to attend a Select
Board meeting once a month to provide communication on what is going on. They reminded
Frank to get invoices submitted in a timely manner and noted that he can submit them by e-mail
to the Town Accountant. The Board asked for an update on grants. Frank said they did not apply
for the AFG this year, but will try again next year for a mini-pumper to replace Engine 4. The
MEMA grant opens soon and Frank does not think the department needs anything. The MEMA
grant is a town grant, not a department grant. Frank will look at the cost of establishing a Code
Red program, reverse 911, to get urgent notices to residents by phone. The Board asked for an
update on Engine 2. The throttle cable, rear brakes, and water gauge have been fixed. There are
some broken lights that have not been replaced. Engine 4 and the tanker are fine. The tanker
went to a fire in Amherst. The Humvee is not running. The federal surplus program has been
discontinued and Frank does not want to put money into a piece of equipment that the town does
not own. He will have DCR take the Humvee so there is more space in the station. There is
nothing else to pull the trailer. Engine 4 is a 2004 with a caf system. Frank would like to replace
it with a mini pumper that could pull the utv trailer and fight small fires. Frank said he will get
the department’s water out of the town hall basement when the fire station addition is finished.
Frank got a PO box for the Fire Association, which is in the process of being set up. Frank and
PJ have keys. PJ is president, Frank is the vice president, and Jeremy is the treasurer. They are
hoping that townspeople will join the board of the association. The treasurer of the association
should be bonded and the association will need to file with the IRS yearly. Ken recommended
that the association get a yearly audit. Including support members, there are 9 people on the fire
department.



6. Road Commissioner: Keith Lacasse, got four loads of base material and filled in between
Greylock and Roys Roads. He will add fill along the sides of the roads wherever it is needed.
The road is higher due to not taking any material off when the road was reclaimed and using
three inches of base and three inches of top. This was done to establish ditches for water to run
off. The aprons to the dirt driveways were done with gravel. Keith will blacktop a couple of
places where the road meets asphalt driveways and add a berm. Eversource has not taken care of
the wood left from cutting trees near the wires yet. Keith is waiting on two panels to finish the
addition to the Fire Station. He will use material from the salt shed to level it off and will frame
the door. An electrician needs to be contacted to move the wires. Mark noted the better salt
application for the roads this year. The resident sand shed is filled.

7. MA DOT Grant Programs: Ken will submit the grant application by January 9'".

8. Transfer Station: The metal and plastic recycling bin is contaminated. If this continues, with
no one to man the station, it will be closed. There was one response to the recycling attendant
position e-mail asking if the open hours for recycling could be on a day other than Friday,
Saturday, or Sunday. Ken has asked Lanesboro about shared services and will get a survey in
survey monkey to send to the town.

9. Sugarloaf Trail: Ken, Keith, and Max Lacasse met with Mackenzie Greer from DCR on the
7%, Ken will ask DCR to allow the town to pursue a pull off plan by the trailhead to get cars off
the road. DCR’s approval is required by September to get the grant submitted on time.

10. MLP: Ken sent the eft information for the CAF II deposit. There is no update on one federal
and Ken will call John Leary to discuss. A resident needed two repairs due to rodent damage. A
payment plan of six months interest free was set up with the owner for the cost of the second
repair. Ken will discuss with Whip City if there is a satellite service for repairs to keep the repair
costs down.

11. Old and Any Unforeseen Business: None.

12. Warrant: Free cash was certified today. The invoices that needed to be paid from Free Cash
were added to the warrant.

Next meeting December 1, 2025 at 6:30
Meeting adjourned at 7:54



