New Ashford Select Board/MLP Meeting

New Ashford Town Hall

October 20, 2025

Board Present: Jason Jayko (Chair), Ken McIlnerney (MLP Manager), Mark Phelps

Others Present: Lori Jayko, Kyle George, Susan Supranowicz, Richard George, Keith Lacasse, Pete
Haig, Mario Gagliardi, Helen Majchrowski, Diane George

Meeting opened at 6:14

1. Approve Minutes from September 22, 2025: On a motion by Mark, seconded by Ken, the minutes
from the September 22, 2025 New Ashford Select Board/MLP meeting were approved unanimously.

2. Trick or Treat Hours: The Trick or Treat hours were set for October 31 from 5:00PM-7:00PM on
a motion by Ken, seconded by Mark. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Public Comment: Richard George, Board of Health Chair, noted that a garbage hauler has not
paid its permit fee. He will notify them that payment must be received by December 1, in order for
them to continue to haul trash in town.

4. Nielsen — Propane Tanks: Kyle George said that H.A. George is filing an application, on behalf of
Steven Nielsen, for a license to store 4,000 gallons of propane on his property. Three 1,000 gallon
tanks will supply the house and generator and one 1,000 gallon tank will be used for the pool heater.
Storing this amount of propane will avoid the need for propane trucks to make deliveries in the
winter. The tanks will be buried with independent regulators and shut offs. The town will hold a
public hearing on November 3. H. A. George will notify the abutters and the town will place an ad in
the newspaper. The Fire Chief should attend the hearing.

5. Building Inspector: The Building Inspector issued a permit for the fire station addition. Jason will
reach out again to get an updated fee schedule and suggestions for an alternate inspector.

6. Fire Department: The Fire Chief has not answered some of the Board’s questions. Jason will ask
him again. The most recently purchased engine needed another repair for $700.

7. Road Commissioner: Keith Lacasse reported that the road reclamation work will begin on
Monday the 27" | and paving on the 3. Reclaiming will take about four days. Keith did not get a
grader this year and will ask for an hourly price to get Ingraham Road graded, while the grader is in
town. He got a quote from Williams to put base down on Greylock Road for $99,900, from the
bottom to the gate. Ken has concerns about the road being salted so close to the stream. The Board
thinks tree work should be done before putting on a base coat. White Road has a couple of spots that
need patching. The Board discussed having a tree canopy maintenance plan for all town roads. A
grant came out last Friday that may be used for the culvert on Ingraham Road, paving Greylock
Road, or tree maintenance on the roads. The board will look into it. Keith gave the Board a bill from
Berkshire Regional Planning for the purchasing group for $800. Appalachia salt sent Keith an
estimate of $19,400 for road salt. He does not recommend getting it. He turned in two receipts for
sand that was put in the Salt Shed. He noted that the shed was a mess and the door was bent.

8. Church: All church related articles passed at the Special Town Meeting. The water line is
prepared for winter.



9. Northern Berkshire Emergency Planning: Northern Berkshire Emergency Planning held a training
on Roys Road and let Jason know the night before. They said they notified the residents next to the
house they used and had training signs. Other residents saw the training and got nervous, wondering
what was going on. The Board discussed when and how to notify residents. They would like a
requirement of notice beforehand and what information to put out. Access to website posting and
town wide e-mail will be discussed at the next meeting.

10. Tax Payment Software: Vadar held a demonstration of the tax payment portal, which allows tax
payers to view and pay their tax bills online. The service is available at no cost to the town. Mark
made a motion to move forward with the tax payment portal, seconded by Ken. The motion passed
unanimously and Lori will contact Vadar for next steps.

11. Printer Ink: The printer at the town hall needs ink. Mark make a motion for the treasurer to
purchase printer ink with the town credit card, not to exceed $90 for two two-packs, seconded by
Ken.

12. Domain Name Renewal: The domain name of newashford-ma.us is up for renewal for $20. Mark
made a motion for the treasurer to pay for the domain name renewal with the town credit card,
seconded by Ken.

13. Transfer Station: The town needs a recycling attendant. There is garbage in the recycling. The
Board thanked Walker Haig for restacking the cardboard. Two plastic containers were left near the
dumpsters. Ken will make a survey to gauge residents’ interest in using the Williamstown transfer
station.

14. MLP: Ken met with Andrew Short from Whip City last Friday. There was no update on one
Federal. There is an increased rate of modems failing and they are starting to be replaced. Andrew
has not answered Ken’s e-mail about concerns with the overdue accounts. Ken will start recording
for a vegetation management plan.

15. Old and Any Other Unforeseen Business: Keith asked for a copy of the snow plow contract. He
will patch on Ingraham Road across from Kelly’s to get through the winter.

The metal roof for the Fire Station addition will be here by the end of the week. The floor will be
poured on Wednesday. Keith added ventilation on the inside of the soffit.

Ken will walk the site of the Sugarloaf Trailhead project with Mackenzie Greer, Legislative
Coordinator for DCR.

Keith will ask the Lanesboro Select Board to address the washout at the town line on Ingraham Road.
The Board thanked Chuck Morrone for fixing the glass panel on the door of the board at Town Hall.

16. Warrant: The warrant was reviewed and signed.

Next meeting November 3, 2025, following the Public Hearing.
Meeting adjourned at 7:28



