
New Ashford Select Board/MLP Meeting 
New Ashford Town Hall 
September 8, 2025 
Select Board Present:  Jason Jayko (Chair), Ken McInerney (MLP Manager), Mark Phelps 
Others Present:  Lori Jayko, Richard George, Keith Lacasse, Diane George 
 
Meeting opened at 6:30 
 
1.  Approve Minutes: On a motion by Mark, seconded by Jason, the minutes from the August 18, 
2025 New Ashford Select Board/MLP meeting were approved. Ken abstained. On a motion by 
Mark, seconded by Ken, the minutes from the August 25, 2025 New Ashford Tax Classification 
Hearing were approved unanimously. On a motion by Mark, seconded by Ken, the minutes from 
the August 25, 2025 New Ashford Select Board/MLP meeting were approved unanimously.     
 
2.  Snow Plow Bid Opening: One bid was received from M Ostrander LLC of $68,000 per year. 
This is significantly more than past contracts. Mark made a motion to reject the bid, seconded by 
Ken. The motion passed unanimously.  Legal counsel advised that it is not necessary to put the 
snow plow contract out to bid, but the Board may do so if it chooses. The Board put the contract 
back out to bid, with openings on September 22.   
 
3.  Public Comment: Dick George, Chair of the Board Health, requested that the Select Board 
talk to the Building Inspector about the permit process for ADU’s, to make sure the septic 
system is in order before a permit is issued. Diane George, Chair of the Planning Board, echoed 
the Board of Health’s concerns, noting that the Planning Board put a lot of time and work into 
the ADU by-laws. Jason will contact the Building Inspector about the permitting process and 
getting an updated fee schedule.    
 
4.  Fire Department: According to the Police Chief, some CORI checks were submitted but the 
paperwork was not complete on most of them. He will contact the Fire Chief, Frank Speth. The 
town and the Fire Department are registered with SAMS for federal grants. Frank opened 
another SAMS account under the Fire Department, using the current account information and 
identity, with a post office box in Lanesboro that is not associated with the town and his personal 
e-mail address. Jason has e-mailed Frank and will ask him to attend the next meeting. The Board 
will ask the Fire Department to get their water out of the basement. 
 
5.  Kearsey Dam: Ken asked Michael Kearsey or a delegate to attend the meeting. Neither were 
present. A couple hundred cubic yards of silt are gone from behind the compromised dam and 
the stream below is milky. Ken sent Michael the paperwork for a state grant for dam removal, 
that requires the owner’s permission. All water is going through the hole in the dam and it’s a 
potential safety issue. The Board needs the signed form back from Michael.   
 
6.  Church: The Board discussed how to move the project forward. Two contractors looked at the 
church and need guidance from an engineer. Steve Nielsen’s foundation has offered to pay 
$30,000 for engineering and $300,000 for repairs. They are requesting a 5% match from the 
town. Mark or Ed Grosso will reach out to Scalise for advice on a preliminary estimate. The 
project needs to be put out to bid and a Special Town Meeting is necessary for the 5% match.   



 
7.  Road Commissioner:  Keith contacted DOT about rerouting the end of Roys Road.  The town 
would need to send a letter to the state and the state would put up the guard rails. There has been 
a lot of  beaver activity, plugging the culvert on Ingraham Road. Keith unplugged it twice and 
put a grate in front of it. He cut down the overhanging branches on Mallery Road. The chipper 
broke and he rented one to get the brush removed. He will do the culvert replacement on 
Greylock Road at the end of the week, before paving. Williams said it would cost $183,953 for 
base and top for Greylock Road. The Board is concerned about the longevity of the job. There’s 
a dead ash tree on Mallery Road that is leaning over the road. Keith recommends taking it down 
before the road is paved. The Board advised Keith to reach out to the Tree Warden and remove 
the tree.      
 
8.  Fire Station Addition:  Jason reviewed his notes. The project has been put out to bid more 
than once and listed in Commbuys. Keith’s was the only bid received. Mark made a motion to 
accept Keith’s bid, seconded by Ken. The motion passed unanimously.   
 
9.  Special Town Meeting: A Special Town Meeting is needed to appropriate funds for the 
accounting/tax software through Vadar. The money was approved in the previous fiscal year, but 
not billed until the current fiscal year. An article will address getting a propane tank for the 
church.  Morse quoted $3,000 for a 500 gallon tank, without connections/labor. H.A. George 
quoted $3,500 for tank with blocks and regulators, plus the connections and permit. The sewer 
and septic lines at the church need attention. The invoice for installation of the doors at the 
church, fire station, and town hall will be added. The 5% match for the church of at least $16,500 
will be added.   
 
10.  Vadar:  Vadar has a portal available for residents to pay real estate and personal property 
taxes online. Lori will schedule a demo at a time that the Select Board can attend.   
 
11.  Domain Name Renewal: The town’s domain name is up for renewal for the website and 365 
for $34.28. Mark made a motion for the treasurer to renew the domain name with the town credit 
card, seconded by Ken.     
 
12.  MLP: Ken met with Andrew Short from Whip City on Friday. He said that Dig Safe is more 
involved with Whip City and the towns over safety. We need to get the conduits for the church 
connections registered. They discussed the outage at One Federal that impacted five Whip City 
towns. There’s no fail safe and Ken will follow up on this. The MLP discussed the municipal 
liens laws concerning MLPs. Mark made a motion for the MLP to adopt the provisions of MGL 
Chapter 164 Sections 58B, 58C, 58D, 58E, and 58F, seconded by Ken. The motion passed 
unanimously. This needs to be registered and the MLP will ask legal counsel if it’s effective 
retro-active. The town got a credit for the outage at One Federal. Whip City is testing the high 
speed internet, 2 gig down and 1¼ up. Ken has a summary of the Hilltown meeting that he will 
send to the board.   
 
13.  Old and Any Other Unforeseen Business:  None 
14.  Warrant:  The warrant was reviewed and signed.   
Next meeting September 22, 2025 at 6:30.  Meeting adjourned at 7:38 


